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Table 17.1 Net primary production

(NPP) per year for major biomes and for

the planet in total (in units of petragrams
of C). (From Geider ef al., 2001.)

Marine NPP Terrestrial NPP
Tropical and subtropical oceans 13.0 Tropical rainforests 17.8
Temperate oceans 16.3 Broadleaf deciduous forests 1.5
Polar oceans 6.4 Mixed broad/needleleaf forests 3.1
Coastal 10.7 Needleleaf evergreen forests 3.1
Salt marsh/estuaries/seaweed 1.2 Needleleaf deciduous forests 14
Coral reefs 0.7 Savannas 16.8
Perennial grasslands 24
Broadleaf shrubs with bare soil 1.0
Tundra 0.8
Desert 0.5
Cultivation 8.0
Total 48.3 Total 56.4
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Photosynthetic efficiency (%)
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