The Mass Neuter Phenomenon in Asturian:
Adjectives and Agreement”

fy Mastn Camsron Porriiea & Harrier Woon BowDiy

. INTRODUCTION

! I ‘e Astumian language spoken in the north of Spain exhibics 3
curious phenemenon that has raditionally been called the sneu-
triy cde materias {mass neuser),

The purpase of the present paper is to evaluace analyses thar may
he applicable 1o the problem we will describe, which ane related 1o the
adiective pusition and agreement. [n section 2, we will provide an
averview of the problem and consider the questions we would like to
answer, Fallowing we will consider possible analyses in secoon 3,

Clur conclusions will be presersted in section 4.

" An emlier version of thiy paper was maie in collabomtion wisn Hecooe Campas, Kara
Mugan Stiotr, Jesdcs Salamanca and Catherine Subford. We thank dhern far thet effor: in
des: abang the pheromenan of mass neulsr 0 Aaunan and cches Bnguigs. We also cajHess
ur grarstude o Heoor Campos and Raffaells Zapurtinl fe chelr inmphchud comments on thiz

Pripes,
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2. DEsCRIrTION OF THE PROJLEM

2.1, Intreduction

Articles, demonstratives, and pronouns have a disting neurer
in Asturian’, The forms for the definite wrticle are listed in (1)

(1) . el ‘the’, mase. 5
h la ‘the’, fem, g,
c. les ‘the', neur s
d, b “them’y masc. pl
3 |=s ‘them’, kem. pl.

Demonstranives are shown in (2);

[a) a, euti, i, aquelili) ‘thiss, that, rhar over then’, mase, s,
bs. 252, exa, aguells “this. that, that over there”, fem, 55
& esto. e, aquello “this. thar, that over there’, neut. sg,
d. estog, esod. anucllos ‘these, those, those over there', mase, s
€. extes; feed, auedicy ‘these, thuse, those over chere', fom, s

Third person personal pronouns are shown in {3);

(3}, & ¢t [elli), ella, ello 'he, she, it', hominative
b ellos, clles ‘they-masc,, diey-fem', nominative
.8 lu, la, o "him, het, it", sccusative
d los, les “them-masc,, them-fem’, accusarive

' Al examples re tiken fram the Griomdires i L Liinpua Awwriana, Uvidy, Academia de
b Tingua Aswuriana, igad: or from Ramds oz Awnedy D sEmplegu dei meurma o' 2sa0ri-
aus, Ligtves Avurianes 49 09930, pp. 49-84; [oes, «Agpenion morkldsicos del newnm [ fstiaria-
ke, Hemenaie 4 M. # foiefs Conellindn, Madrid, 1994, pp. gvss Toes, «Concardatscia ¥ oag
ferencias e en akcErinmed, Ay ofe XN [}w Ptermarininale .I'..-rﬁ':-hn'n: F f-';.'.q.-i;aiu
Rirmeaner [Palecma, 1gas], Tiibingen (Max. Mizayever), 11, 19590 pp. 3938,



THEMATE NEUTER PHENOMEN LM M ASTURLIAN i

———

e

The neurer forms appear i bold above: Equivalent neater forms can
s be found in Spanish, where paradigms similar 10 those in (1) - (3)
I;:E:n be copstructed. What distinguishes Asturian from Spanish, though,

1« ¢har adjectives may alsa exhibita neater form, a5 shown m (4);

L) o pikat-u 'bad’, masc. s2.
T ml-a b, fem sz
ad-0 “had”, newt sg.
d rmalew ‘bad', masc. pl.
: mal-cs Tad’, ferm, pl.

Below we will describe the hehavior of the neuger elemencs.

s 2. (Temeric ov indefiniee antecedents.

Neuter adiectives appear when their referent is generic of indefin-
¥ o4

——

Adieerives thar evhibic neurer forns rrpacally end lis:

Masuline Femimine i iy
-C- azal-1h mak-a mal-o '
-ifd)-  afayia afayai-a alaya-o found'
«iidis  bebdn bekiad -a helai-t "drmb
e peaud-m piswil-a pleudso “sharpy

-+ trapla o LT ‘Burapesn
der.  faorder-u fueder-a faceder-o ‘o be done soon’
dis anmesdiza  anteadizs anpedizo “wants essiything vhe sees’
in viryih Yieyin-a vhewifi- kil et eld’
i foganmin folganean-a  folganonea ey
haimoe adjoopves allyw twn nIuET enshings
41 pusrctn pucroi-d  plasrcdni-0 "dirty
£ s ntE- montdsin fromm the mosnain’
sl falador falador-a falador/-n - 'ralkanve
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() a.  Gilel ra capecin.
Today 15 dack/clovdy-neur,

Tody i Avsedy
b, Dliben, venden, xubicn, baxiben. pos bevamenee. comvio.

They-went, cire, went-up, wet-dum i veally hasthng-asug
‘Prapde were pomang. and garng, (g ip anted v, o g peally b
cline

They alse appear when diey are predicasd of 2 neueer element:

(6} a. Eseor ye rico’,
This-neut. 15 deliczous-neur.
“Tikis fr ddeficious”
k. Lo blasco ye emplepas como simbaly de puseza.

Same adjegtves have 3 cotamad form Sea ath rhues e

- Ve H [[ikps free’
= sl auld 2l Faln'
-4 rocialisn sncialists swchliga  Cpoeislis’
o acky aiia atlar "Trape

Sen Gramgrsice de iz Linpus Asuriane avd Rasdy 08 Asppes Diaz, oConcondancas ¥ e
l:--l:-.'::-|:|.I!.I.:|:5.-h. = far ﬁ"fl‘bl.':l‘ ﬂ-:ul.lfl.

*hlageche conirasty in ) belows
{1385 1 s e Bioma.
Tharneur, 15 grad-rout
Thar (whingi ks good”
n, Esl vy oty
Thar-masz is'gn:d—mlﬂ:-
Ty (st referenst o govef'
Fa Fag ye Brona,
Thas-Tem. is paad-pe,
That (few. reforeme) 1 gopal’



THE MaSF MELTER FHEMOMENON W ASTURTAN 4|

The wnite-reut b usec-neul. as sTmbol of parity.
cWhitras wind ar & symbol of puviey’

s L gue traxo Pedeo t ancn.
| hie chat broogh: Fedn i waincd-nour
s Pocdve Bronghs i iensad

; Lo pralet e ve'l nefty, sébelo la ma.

~he bid-smsc. that isehe boy, knows-ie-near. the mother,
Haw el soe Doy 8, B peother Enoses of -

Wher the adjcctive is predizated of an izfinitve, ic alio appeams 1n
che newrer torm*

(=1 Fumar ye malo.
Te-smoke 15 bad-neut,
Srokirg bt

I the adjective is predicared of 1 rensed decleranme or iterrogative
semence, & neurer form is alsw found.

M & |Quefumes pales mafanes e mala,
Mo pusmmke by-che moenings] i bad-neut.
T wevis awanke o the morning # bad,
b M ta elae (504 eses hores taben en casa]
Met 5 clear meit. [ifas thuse hours they-weee i hotsel.
Tt 4t wor ol f they mrery hame <t than (lare) timee’

L —

[ofin cives that heve Bestme aouns take s masauling jgreement:
i Landsrde Xoaco g eevirku
Thaerrews b o ¥ian ks bem-rase.

Novtrn s b i Bewie, L Tinaiee Sem aver wden fe stk |
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C. [{El cdamo [ogrd pasar la Frontera] ve blen misreriosn,
HThs) o aibe-nor vo-cross the border] i well Y ALETHOLIA- T
¥ .n"u'!rr_ﬁc-r #0 crog she davede, dy evey. v,

[t mighe appear thie the above faces could be wiified if we asumed
thar the neuter form of the adjective appears waen tie referent of the
adjecerve s nor specified for [+ fem] However, it [t posable o fird
neuns cleary specified for [+ fem] where a neurer adjective can be
Fenarcl, We will & scuse thege examples in the E]Ii:}wil‘;g SCCTION.

1.3 Mese wount tad madihing adiectivas,

MNonns ase typically specified for [+ fem]i as such, we expect the
acjective toagree in gender and number with the roun. This is the
case with coune nouns

Newey acdmetives can be found wirh ropomperms
| Lot melitares dexason I'Arcnuna o Bssdiap.
Tl= miiyarses left the-Argentins-fm all messbup neuc
The wilitary et Argemting all mted up '
k La Cosra del Sal 14 o defechs
The Costa det Sol = very undonzeneur,
The Carer ol Sod 51 2l miss oy

However, Bantid on Asermds, «Durpdg del e, ulweries i i passthiz ro fird
a nan-necrer fren in chese sorsrucnons as well:

Gl & L iidbaies desaan L' drsenrina roa faddiads
The milivarses left the-Argmrinasfam all newsed-up-fen
The reatatary bofe Argrating olf weered wp”
b La Costa del Sol 1 mui defecha.
The Costa dd Sof isvery uidone-femi.
T Consa ! Sl o vniy v o,
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Eal camin pacst largu

That-masc, road scems long-mase,
“Tinat ol seevn fong |

Li msfiana s salevera.

LER

The-fer inorn ng is sunny-fen,
The memling is farny .
i Bl pefiuvien cansdu,
The-mae. child comes ired-masc.
The ciritd comedes dived
f [an parens travcolos enllenos,
The-masc baskets 'hebroughr-them-mase. full-mase,
The baken, e fromgat e il

Notce that in (4] bach the determiner and the adjective agree wils
the noun in gender and oumber, although o this pape: we will focus
o1 the inalyss of adjective agreement.

Consider now mass nouns. Wher the sdjective s predicsted of »
mass notin, whether the noun is maszuline or teminine, the sdjective
euust appear in the neuter form’. MNoew in () due e deenuiner -

et aptee in gender aad number with the noun:

* A veiex of srucsures thar exhibiv agresment Bilure in Rhacte Romance may be telited i
e Boinrian facta _[l.'luhl Flarsaern, Tk Soaste - Momumer -r-ﬂ"_ng'lhl;-,'.l" T anden Mo Yark (Rii-
:""l.'-g-l.'J. TEmid, pﬁgj.. 106 -_|-!_|.-E-.-_r|.mE|m thar thie J.l.i:lj-:-:r i gibch Erncrire: dnes nor refor 10 4
frealic ohect, bur isteac m @ geseral caneepr. These subjeces, which he dassifiesas e, oc-
aur-withoar arcicles and sbow agresment kehavioc omular o thas of mass-nouccy i Astunaa. ay
senin the following examples:
(] caschiel £ B
cheosz [rrascong | ii g [neae o |
Lotherrd dgornd
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[2c) &

El carbén ra duro Sduni.

The-mase. coal i hard-neur, hard-masc.
“The coal ix hard

La rapa ye guapo "guapa.

The-fem. dothing is prewgy-neur. precoy-ferm.
The clovkes are poeszy’

A neuter borm of the adjeccive is also found inside the nominal
phrase if the adjecrive follows the mass noun {rra,¢). However, if the
adjective precedes the noun, it must agree in gender and number with
the noun (1zh,d}):

i) a

el carbdn dure *duru,

the-mags, coal hard-newe™hard - masc.

b el durn Mdure carkdn.
the-masc. hard-mase.*hard neut oozl
the hard coal’
e |n rapa guapo Mguaps.
the-femn. clething pretor-neut, S precry-fom,
d ia puapa “guapo IOpa.
che-fem. prety-fem. *pretty-neur. clothing.
the presry clpvher |
The same pocurs even when there are two adjectives preceding or
Fﬂ|lﬂw1.n.g the noun,
(i} cigarettas ‘i muschervel
cagarenes [fem.pl.] is [15ing, | harmiful [nevr sing.]
Lagareroey are harmfut'

{n) shews o curiows differtnce berween Rheeto-Ramance and Asiurmae. Mance thar the
plural subjecy cigareeser can be dassified a8 ¢ vitle in Rhaero-Romance while enly singulac

nowing are classafied 25 masz i Asturian,




{12 1a madera brueno negro.
the-fem.wood-fem, good-neur. biackneur
‘the good black woed.
b, la buena RCRE madeia.
the-demn, gond fem, black-Fem.  wood-fem.
the g Slack weod. '

Following Aras Cabal’ among echers, we will assume thar the
wneutzpy marpheme is nota morpheme for gender but a morpheme
chat iadicates smass.o In keeping with the waditional rermirology, we
will Loninue oo refer to those cases ad wneucers ot seems clear, howe-
ver, thar the true difference is [+ mass)

by a avapd nel Uibri una fueys seca,
whe fzand in the book 2 leaf drp
Sibe foard @ dvy waf i phe book
b ta el suelu enllerdy de fueya seco.
ie-isall-the floor full of lest dev.
The flaor is full o dry lecves .
¢ apurd’| neléfonn nun papel blancu.
s/ke-wrote-the phone in a-paper white
Sibe wrnty the plinie nwrber o @ whits paper’
d, baxd 2 la Uibeeria & mercar papel blanco.
whé-went to the aookssore o Jay paper white.
S st to phe poal szore 1e Dy dohiee puiper
e A eaml mas qu'una pra madu.
no 1-ear more than-a pear ripe.

[ fusT arte ome vipe pedr

 Pavano Amas Canan, Bl morfima de oo de mageris” i arwrian, Santige (Wniversl
tad de Santiage de Cxmpestalal, 3585,
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# leao un camionds de pera tuadurs,

pt-arcived a eruck of pear ripe.

There arrived a truck full of ripe pets!
Wi will propose the number system of Asturian to be destribed a5

below:
{1al
Singular Blang wf-a
Coinrable <

M Phural blane-os'-as

Uncontakle blare-o
Demensrracives, indefinites and numeral adjecrives and possessives
[allow the same basic agreement pattern.
The questions thar will gutde our paper are the following:

+ How do adjectives cgree with nouns?

* Why does the neurer agreement appear anly in pese-nominal po-
sinon?
« L a5 nenicer “agreement’ really agreermnens or lack or agreement?

3. PoTenTisL ANALYSES

Several analyses may be considered in order 1o explain the mass
neuter pheramenon in Asturian. We begin by reviewing Demonte®
account of adjective postion and interpretation and will then turn to

"NVioters Dessonth, «A& mislinal sccount of Spanuh pdiesizve position and noerprees-
rcne, en Crrammaticed anafye in Blasgre angd Rewance Lingalinies, ed. by . Frameo, A Landa v
). Marsn, Assrerdam (lokn Benjimins)., 19499, pp. 25-75.



FHE MASS HEUTER THERNOMERON TR ASTURLIAN ]

Hermuteiny proposal on nominal scructure, Following, we will sxamk
e analyses ol Kayne, Cinque and Bosque & Picallo™ eo derzzrmine
wherter we a1 use thee analyses as 3 foundation for explaining he
agrinian mass aeuter phenomencn described abave,

3.1 Demonte: Adjectwe Moremen:

Clemonee’s minimalist analysis of adjecoves, which considers data
from Spanish, offers clues waich might coatnbate o @n account for
the Asturian miss sareement phenomenon. She proposes thar the «ge-
neration iad derfvarion of adjecrives it due to themaric dischange and
teature checkings (p. 47 Demonee argues thas prenoinined wnd pos-
aeitinal adiecsives must not be umform dae 1o semantic differences:
Prenaminal adjectives ean be modal epistemic, intentione] 'privacive,
cireumsoantial (or eventvel, ar l;]u.aij::i.'.!"-.l'e HOD -PEEErITIwe ﬂr"ll:r |'III:|E.-
tative restrictive adiectives can ocour postnominally. Far the purposs
of this paper, we arz corcernsd only wath the set of adject ves that can
Iy zenerared in hoth positions, e qualitative acjectives,

Nemonte rotes that when qualitatire adiectives occur prenominally
as i (15} or postnominally as in (16}, they carry asernantie dillence.

bt b sncinma vscee
the clusty snow
Ty hgaeag i o

* hawr Bexrmaiwim, o P o Diendch ardd Walleens evidence lnr paramairic varase i 10
migial head moverneies, Produs, 3.2 {12L), pp T0i-4.

S Rpewenn Karse, The _.-lim.u._}murir__r uJ'EI_.-mm. _‘::trnlJricIE-:. TIT Dreesiy, Lisgubesic .o
Huiry Mansgraph, 25, 190s, GUeLIELRD Crrge, «On e Evitence far Parial MN-Movemn
in the Bamanes D, in M Favh Taasrdy Pmiveral Gresemar: Swdie éi-hovay of fioker 5
Nyt ed by Cinque et al,, Washingron DC (Geurgerown Universizy Fress), w1, plps, J5-0.
Insici Nosory md Caxasn Proano, «losmomanal shjocues in Spanshe, in Journt of
Fimyditics, 12 {109k}, pp. 14038
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(6 la nidwe drenosa

Prengminally they are non cestrictive. while postnominally they ane
resrrictive. According o Demonte’s analysis, all qualicarive adjectives)

rhe smonwe dusty

" .‘.lﬂ'ng Lk s

I
|

are penerated in canonical complement position, but will have diffe-

rent syntactic derivations. They will have different locations due o

the features they need ro have checked,

Demonee proposes that Degl® is a funcnonal category, headed by a
[eg operator, which is the funcrional checking domain berween NP
and DB Whether the Degree head is generated or nat depends on the
semantics of the adjectives. The [+ Deg| feature i an optional feature
of porentially gradable adjectives. When [+Deg] is present, ir Is strong
and must be checked before PF; therefore, an adjective moves up o
check the feature. If [+Diegl fearures are formal. then they are dischar-
ged when the adjecnve moves overdy and adjoins wo Deg OF

{x7)

LxF
Dz
.-'—"'ﬁqséqq"“—'u/:.\
Deg OF Fi
et o,
alegra T 5C
o NI-; AP
d1|H:ﬂ !l'n.
hapey girl

shappy gicls



YHE Mass BEUTER FHEMOMONON 1N ASTURIAN

e e n

-
fzfl
|

__'_'_'_'_,_,_,—'—\—\_._\_\_\_\_‘_

M s

| e T

= ki ﬂliF'
Il:ilrl:ll imteresants
ik inberesting

anteresting books

Prenominal qualitative adjectives are marked by a |+Deg] fearure
related to their semantics. They must move o DegP 1o check the fea-
ture with a Dieg head. Therefore, prenominal placement of qualitative
adjectives 5 the result of movement to Degree of = sase-generated
posrnominal adjective. Thus, the surface locations of these adjectives

are a resule of their feasure checking,

Demanie dlso DUEPOTTE thar agrecment is exhaustve when the ad-
|ective 15 postnominal. bt is pardal when the adjective precedes the

FECIRTY
f19] H gman bizen ey - El eey grond:
che gredt-sg pood-sa. kingsg. -- the - king-sg grem-ag: and goodsz.
e preate g gond king
(30) “Susdistngades merito ¥ -morvigio

hasal. distingmoishedopl.  meric-sg,  and  servicesp

Yie drivimgdrhed mertt ana sevivee
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21y Presunuidn wanlia faigas il izt
valLiTy-3E. anl uu.d'.l.r."jr_l.ﬂ-ag. |.:.'1.|-:‘:-|.'E,':'-'.11:||:_-FJ
“werfirpteadle saniiy ana aidacity’

She takes these face as evidence that agreement festures can b

checked through covers niowvement, She sugpestss that the ad]éﬂ'_f
and noun share all the fearures of the noun in a local n:htin-nﬁh_p e
cause in such a relationship, ehrowgh covere movement, tie ag
feacares may be chivcked. No disec sownan is provided oo e of " -

ring degrees of agreement.

The question for us is whether these ideas can be applied w0 the
Asturian data. [nour dat, we see prenominal and postnominal adjec-

tives that behave dilferency, We can simarly acalyze our pmit:luni'_'
wal mdpeciives wa ]l.-l;'l.'i.ll.El |..u|:|.|.|..|]|:l.l:: HELCCICEIL MaLE Wiy e thie imaly
ones that show the mass morpheme. Therelore we may be able ta
draw from Demaonre’s fearure-checking analysis and apply it w0 the
facr char pr:nmmm] adjectives do not overdy show mass, while posts
nominal adjectives de.

What one ﬂ'!IE]!'I.' peopese is that there 15 a mass fearu-z under E E
the adjecuive is realized postnominally, F muost send our a Fruh-ﬁ'f
When it finds the mass festure, the feature is checked and progouns
ced, We then find the adjective dlong with its gender, numbey, and
mass morphemes, as in e + ¢ + & « 0. A morphorhonologicl
rule then eliminaies the zender affix, leaving pueno as che surfa
berrm®.

“ This rypaaf progess can-be odserved, for sxample, in Spanisk verd ponjugasion: The thes
macte vowel 1 dided in the Biemation ol first serson dngular of tby prosent moss: camr v'd ¢
—# (el
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[22)
=
_'_,_,_,-'—"_r _-‘_‘—H_\_
0 DEGP
_'_-I—'-F'-'-F'—F.-\--‘-\_\--\_\-l-
REG MNP
[ T—
4 FP
.,-""'f'-'--l-\-‘-\""-\-..
MP F'

.,-'""-'-Fﬁh""‘-\-.
F P

When an adjective occurs prenominally, however, it is because it
has undergene further raising to check irs (+Deg] Feature. T he adjecti-
ve moves from AP ’ri‘mnu.g]‘: F to pEG. When it moves Ei:.l_'uu.g'!:l E the
mass fearure 15 checked and deleted. An open question in this analysis
15 why & mass fearure should be eliminaced while gender and number
are reabized, This analysis also fails w address how nouns check their
tearures, We also note thar in this analysis we muse generare ditferent

stouctures for phrases with premominal adjectives than for postnomi-
pal ones,

3,2 Bernstern: Nown Movement

Bernstein uses noun movernent to prowide an analvas for che unre-
alized feminine plural marking on Walloon nouns, While this nar-
king may appear orthographically, it is never realized in spoken form.

Owever, in (23) and {24}, we sec chat 2 feminine phural marker co-oc-
curs with prenominal adjectives.

1330 les belig feyes

the [:m;'r:}' @'ph
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{z24] despeie - % amonnes

somre hladcbercles

Since the mas feature in Asturian is never realived on nouns bug
rather on adjecives, we may find a2 commeonality in Walloon on.
which o base our analvas,

Bernstein argues thar noun movemenr accounts for word order
relarionships becween nouns and adjectives, She proposes thar the
underlying order is always Determiner « Adjective + Noun. She no-
tes that the Determiner + Noun + Adjective arder allowed in many
languages occurs when the Noun has raised. In order for chis to oc-
cur, 2 landing site berween the Dererminer and the Adjective must
exist, Bernscein proposes a Nus category, She argues thar Noun mo-
vement 15 paramerric, similar to Voro-1 movenent, The French pii=
rases {25) and (26} are then accounted for by structures (25" and
(28'). J’I-ssl_llmc that the Nump is generated in different positions due
[0 Semantics,

29} une barge valiée {257 o
i large valley |
BE ! [y
|_|':I MEIFP
ga AP _FJ'Lllr-i-F
large FALIEY
_'__'_,_,_,-—"'_"‘-\-\_\_\_\___\-
MLIM e
watllgss
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{x6]) une wvallée Eil-‘gt {26 ﬂI'F
5 vatley large '
) MLMP
ure- - ML NP
] _F-ﬁ-h_
NITFM .-!i.-F' [
i
valdn, large M

= =
=

Given the structiares above, Bernstein asgues thar for Walloon,
(257) 15 always selected with the restriction that Noun movement is
aot allowed, The resulr is that whatever marerial is included in nuM
cannoe be amached to the end of the noun. Therefore, the fact thart
the noun appears ‘unmarked' is explained. In fact, the marerial under
M is thought of by speakers 1o be enclitic on the adjective. Berns-
ein provides several arguments 1o show thar this material, specifically
¢, i really proclitic on the noun,

How does this relare 1o our Asturian dara? Perhaps the vowel -6 on
an adjective modifying a mass noun is really conwined in the UM,
The ability of the Asturian neun w raise of not might then provide
varving orders in which the - morphente could be realized with the
adiective, as in postnominal positions, or not realized, a5 in prenomi-
nal positions. This analysis is viable only to the extent that Asturian
mass can be considered parallel ro Walloan plural, Bur while mase is
inherent to 4 noun, plural is accidental (Le., selected according o the
speaker’s intentions).

Similar o what Bernstein proposes; we may be able o account for
the faces by proposing a funcrional node berween pe and we w which
the nown may move. IF the noun raises, the mass fearure is activated
and the adjective (which now surfaces as postnominal) appears with
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the newer morpheme. However, when th: noun remains 10 situ the
mass feature 1s not activated and only gencer and number features are
seen on the (prenominal) adjective,

{z7) DIP
o
..—'—'_'-'_'_'_F._‘-‘-\-\_\_\"—\-._
o PP
f‘fl“h-.,__ﬂ
3 HF
_,—l-"'-'-'-'_'_'--\-\-l-\-‘-""l-\_
AP |

In arder to explain gender and number agreement, we might pro-

pose an Agr node, throngh which an agreement relarion is established,
s 1 (28}

(23] 3K
[':.
._'_'_'__,_,—'—'_‘-l-\_\_‘_\_\_\_\_
s] FP
_iF
F"J_FF -\-‘-\-‘-\-\-" -
F AGRP
wﬁn'
_'—'—"'_'--FF_\_H-H-\"'-\-\.
AGR I\1F

Undler this analvsis, the noun moves to Agr to check number and
gender fearures. Te then optionally moves to F (a mass phrase), acrivas
ung rhe ealization of the mass marpheme as in (27), IF this analysis is
to be accepred, ir remains to be explained why it is that movement ac-
rivates & ‘cilized mass fearure,
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3.3 Kayne, Crngue, Brugue ¢ Pralln: Vo Moverient [f

D final analyss will be based on work by Ciogue, Kayoe and
Rosque and Picallo®, which are dosely related in some aspects. These
aithors agree that it is the noun that roves in Romance with respecr
o the adjecive in accounting for the order of DI7 strucnuve, Cingue
argues thar the base sosition of Adjective Phrases in the NP is 1o the
left of N and thit the differing sutfice positions of adjectives seen in
Romance and Geérmanic are due o the raiEng of the N in Romance
as in (204} compared to Germanic in (29b)

) w. [D0GJAPY [AR ]| (Rone) Le livre jaunc
; P The book yetlow
y
B [DLLAPY [AP NJ| (Geme) The yellow bock
s

Cingue kolds thar this M raising is obligarnry i Hamance since
the arder () 8 ar complemert is the only allowed (Finvawone fralions
-'J'I-‘-'ﬂ'ﬂiﬂtlﬁxmfﬂ} In the 5_::1['E[ of the umrmg:‘nphk;ﬂ JFP!'EI-I.CI'I-. ke identifies
several funct omal heals between voand = (o the left of M) whiers aree
urive adjecrives can be generated. Howeven, he also adheres 1o the
ilea thar ]-1Rl'1iiii:'l[i‘r't Rdjé'tti\'fﬁ are Ei:]trﬂ_[l!'l:[ i a reduced relanve
cliwne, 1 the right o w, thus allowing ler owo rery differene sourees
of adjective generation (g3).

E:l}'mf.t azcount of adjm:i-,ru a5 Teduced relanive strocrures shows
that he yellon boak will have the samé sructure & the boag 15 yellow.”

"R Barnie, « The Antispmmesry. o, 5. Cowigue, (On the Evidence. s, L Bosgue and T
FICalis, sPostrominal mliegives,,, »

"We are prnposing 2 o fellowing Kavwe's ansdpds of seduce relatives inorder o explain
Wi acietmve-mesin relation, bar in cur apinion. other structurcs suth 28 an Agr phrase, as pim-
posed by Puosguee aned Picallo. oy alse bw shie i sucomafully sccouns for thiselaton
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tﬁl:'.:' T']'LE r-lp[l:p j-'l.'_]_ll'l-'-'.l',.r [lﬂ-—l--II |_|r ll-"l:'u'l:l ﬁb [=]|
# |

Following Kayne, book here recesves Case through a (n incorpora-
non) relation with gbe, and the face char fook has Case allesws it o licen-
se the trace. Kayne proposes thar there is only a single source of the ad-
Jectve-noun relation, thar of the reduced relative, with the adjective po-
sition in [Spec, CP), and two different positions to where the noun mo-
ves, F* before the adjective and C after the adjective, resulting in the
rwo diffenent patterns as seen in Romance and Germanic.

(31} Lz [gp F* [rplyp 'r-il.lnl.‘j-l [C* Iyp {bvre] [i® [e];
b b |

We will follow Kayne in his redused relative structure, based pardy
on our intuiton thar this phenomenon s relared 1o the predicative type
structure. The noun moves to C' in arder to ger its number and gender
features checked. Following Bosque and Picallo we will daim thar [gen.]
and [num. are suong features and thus they need o be checked overdly,
The noun chedks s features but it docs nor delete them. Again follo-
wing Bosque and Picallo, we will assume thar the adjectve’s gender and
number fearures are checked by the noun in a Spec-Head relarion, cau-
sing morphological realization of the pender and number morphemes.
We also propose a new fearure, [mass], which can be opuonally checked
avertly ar coverdy depending on the language (generally, the pactern
would be overe movement in Romance and covert in Germanic),

(320 le [pp P [cplyep ]aun-:jl | [yp (Hivre] (1 I:Ij
e i 1

Y th Fi ellow:] [ baok! [17 1a}.
(333 the [pp : cplyp rellowi]l 1C° [p [book] (1 jel;

1
e e e e i S |




THI MAS NEUTER I'HEMIMENUDN K ASLURLLN 1%

This featume is aroposed to be lozated under FY, che site of the furt-
het THOLIT TG EIIELIL placived o Bomence™, In sone languagt.ﬁ, tiis
swart moverment seérms to be optional; as in Spanish and Asturian.

(10 Spanishi = Ls hiedha e
The grss dried
Wrer edriead st

B Lusecs hierba

The dozd grass
e i graw’

(341 AsTomiam A 1 bl s
The pmss doed
e diried grest”
b. Li secs herka
Ihe died grass
e dried g

in Asmirian, if the movement is aver:, then the weak [masi] teaturs
will be checked and If ies valus i5 [+ mass], the o morpheme will b

* Upnilier the analysi we have dscribed, we have moverent ef the voun w0 the Head of rr
wihare 3 [mas] foesure inbecarsd. Hurs, the noua would sheck the [resu] Fossure of the adjson
v in the [Spee, ¢r| poscion, belew the neun. This aralysis. whik grvicg the toreect sutfice or-
dur, dacy e fir i wel with Featuse checklng mechunisms (such s Spec-Head selations, of
Sanamr Laremon, sAbizar ApiPls iv Lonmesre feguiy 215 (1090, pp §53-77). One possible
may o acius the malpds woscoumaboe e e Uodiig sandd b fo propose shiar iris <h
sliectioe thet maves to the head of the F? while the noun somally moves m [Spe, FPL Thi;
piclds e sune surface order as well 28 3 Spec-Head ielation. This solidon m & weinkdcin o
malysd seeme somehow forcal.

Alretnatvelly, 35 sogpesred by B ZasUrTom in petsonal communicanion, we may prapoie
thar b noun in F probis and find: thie sdjecrie in [Spec, ool
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realized W will mainesin thar the mevement may aleo be coverr, and
tha. the difference berween these two aptians is a semantic one”,

AReturning o our original guestiors; tus analyss peovices a rela-
tion in which adjectives check agreement deatures with nouns: for us,
eleis is i a Spoc-Head relation withln 1 functisnal node, As for why
the newter agreement appesrs only in sestnaminal positon, we have
said that the raising of the noun past the adjectve alows the cheking
of the weak feature [mass). We thus believe that the realizarion of the
neurer porpheme shows complere agreemenr (rather than some son
aof detaulr agreem enr)

4. CONCLOSION

In this paper we have synthesized caisting descripdan: of mass
nevzer in Adeurian. Drawing from the analyses of Dernnge, Rerns.
tein, Cingue, Kayne and Bosque & Pieallo we have oudined possible
accounts for the agrecment disfunction. An ana ysis based on Cingue,
Kayne and Bosque ard Pleallo scomis o have seine poraaieial for furr-
her development, since it provides satisfactory answers ro the i
tians we formulated it the beginn ng of this paper. Thus we hope 1c
have contribute 1o the theoretcal ciscussion on adjective feature che
kiing a5 well as te have provided suie vialde possitilitic for accoun-
ting for the phenomenon séen in Asturan mass nenrer

*We sder the tmader w0V Dowewtz, sA minimal acoin. s for Birther derals, The un-
marksd preder |5 thar of :he posmominal adjiccose




